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elcome to the latest edition of Up Spirits; the bi-monthly newsletter of the 
Royal Naval Association – Norwich Branch. 

We have some very good submissions this month with Shipmate Alf 
Wiggins providing an article on his Battlefield Tour and Shipmate Keith Smith 
providing an article on the Konan Maru. 

Articles from The Monthly Circular and Up Spirits are also available on the 
Branch Website along with postings on Naval History and Traditions. 
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From The Quarterdeck – The Presidents Piece 

Shipmate Mike Mizen 

In my last article for Up Spirits I told you that I was about to sit a number of exams for the Guild of Battlefield Guides. There 
are nine Elements (exams), three are verbal and the remainder are written. The first one is a presentation of a battle of your 
choice to an audience of, normally, Guild members and a panel of three assessors. You have between eighteen and twenty 
two minutes for the presentation and you must pass it before you can do any other Elements. At the end of your presentation 
you either get a pass or a referral (you don’t get a “fail”) but if you get a referral you have to do it again before you can 
progress further. No pressure then! The other two verbal Elements are number 5, Problems on Tour, and number6, Source 
Material. Both of these are a question and answer test before a panel of three assessors.  

There was one other candidate that weekend in Rye and he had come over from France to sit Elements I and 6. He was 
due to follow me and time didn’t allow him to do Element 5 so, being the all-round good egg that I am, I offered to swap 
places with him so that he didn’t have to come over from France again just to sit one Element. It meant of course that I 
would only have time to do Elements 1 and 6, I will have to do 5 another time. What happens? He gets a referral on his 
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Element 1 so he cannot progress any further for the time being, and I don’t have enough time to do the three Elements. My 
good deed means that I now have to travel half way across the country to do one verbal exam! I’m going to stop being nice 
to people, it doesn’t work! Oh by the way, I passed the two Elements that I did do with flying colours; I know, you wouldn’t 
have expected anything else! 

By the time you read this, the major RN WW1 commemoration, the Battle at Jutland, will be over. At various locations 
throughout the country services have been held to remember those who gave their lives in the biggest sea battle of the 
First World War. Much has been written and pondered over as to who actually won but there is no doubt that, despite the 
losses, the Royal Navy prevented the German High Seas Fleet from ever putting to sea again as a major force. The losses 
on the Royal Navy side were huge, three major ships just blew up, leaving only a handful of survivors. However, explaining 
to our khaki friends, the Pongos, about the losses and they (the losses) will pale in to insignificance beside their losses on 
the first day of the battle of the Somme. To some, especially the younger generation, it is difficult to come to terms with 
such large numbers as many cannot envisage what 10,000 or 20,000 looks like. During my time as a battlefield guide taking 
schoolchildren to Ypres and the Somme, I asked them to think about how many people they had seen on television attending 
a Premier League football match. Norwich could easily boast 26,000 at a home game, Manchester United at least 65,000. 
That last figure was the number of casualties on the first day of the Somme battle, nearly half of whom were dead. Although 
the official death toll amounts to about 20,000, many were never found so they must be presumed dead, increasing the 
official figure to nearly 30,000.  

Death in the service of your country, no matter what form it takes, should be commemorated and I offer a big ‘thank you’ to 
those members who braved the cold, damp, windy conditions at Earlham Cemetery on the 31st May to remember those 
who gave their lives at the battle of Jutland. 

There will be another service of commemoration on the 6th June at the War Memorial outside City Hall, this time for those 
involved in the D-Day landings. As I am writing this before the event, I can only hope that the weather will be better than of 
late, and that once again the service will be well attended. The role of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines on D-Day should 
never be underestimated, without them the Pongos would have had to swim from the UK! 

Finally, for this edition of Up Spirits I have a plea directed at all of you. Your committee is working hard (in their own time I 
might add) to ensure that the Branch goes from strength to strength, with a varied programme of events lined up for you. 
Please support their efforts, it is no good organising anything if there is no support from you. 

And remember, keep smiling; it drives people mad wondering what you are smiling about! 

Secretary’s Report 

Shipmate Wendy Howard 

Graham Rowland has advised that the re-dedication service will take place on Sunday the 10th July at St. Matthews Church 
at 10:30. Sea cadets will take the parade. Last year it was very well attended – the church was full, with local parishioners 
enjoying the service. 

Naval pension records are online for the first time. Findmypast has released a tranche of military pension records from 
The National Archives, revealing details of seamen who served in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines as far back as the 
18th century. 1704-1919. Details of when they served, whether wounded and also next of kin. A guide to this appears in 
May's issue of Who Do You Think You Are? 

REMEMBER THE SOMME WITH DAN SNOW 

Download an app – free to download from the 9th May. Developed by the RBL and presented by television presenter Dan 
Snow, the app features more than 250 unique pieces of multimedia content from first-hand audio accounts and diaries, to 
film and photo archives and animated battle maps. Available to download from the iTunes store and the Google Play store. 

THE JUTLAND CONCERT 

Wednesday the 15th June 19:30 at the Barbican Hall 

Vaughan Williams: A Sea Symphony 

Britten: Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes 

Whiting: Eternal Father, strong to save. 

Box Office: 02076388891 

barbican.org.uk 
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HMS CAROLINE 

Open Tuesday the 31st May in Belfast. Only surviving warship of the Battle of Jutland. 

EXHIBITION JUTLAND 1916 

The battle that won the war' opens on Tuesday the 24th May at Portsmouth. 

Navy Books have some great books about the Battle of Jutland – https://www.navybooks.com 

Websites for researching your WW1 naval ancestors: - 

National Archives 

Naval-history.net 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Findmypast 

PROJECT SEMAPHORE - CONNECTING DIGITALLY ISOLATED NAVAL VETERANS 

Norwich RNA members who fall into this category are being contacted by committee members and RNA HQ are already 
engaged with Apple who will provide training for iPad users. The iPads will be issued, by Area, from August. 

This is a very good deal for our members born before July 1950 and who are not online. The benefits of being online are 
only going to increase in the future. I, personally, am very keen to promote Skype etc. for members who are housebound 
to combat loneliness and so that people can keep up to date and in touch. 

Welfare Report 

Shipmate Reg McGuire 

I came across a charity the other day called the Cinnamon Trust. If you have a family pet and are unable to take it for a 

walk or unable to look after your pet, they will endeavour to assist you in a number of ways. i.e. you have to go into hospital 

for an op. They will care for your pet whilst you are away. They have a web page and are worth a look 

RAY’S BENCH REPAIRS 

Am trying to contact City Hall now weather looking better. Needs work done to it. The replaced slat has gone missing again, 

however I still hold one spare. Also needs a coat of oil to smarten it up to Naval Standards. Volunteers required, expect 

work to be agreed on a Sunday morning, quite early. 

Many thanks to all who attended the Battle of Jutland commemoration service, held 31st May. A special thank you to those 

who took an active part. 

Take care 

Reg  

https://twitter.com/RNANorwich
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From The Monthly Circular 

Navy Deferred Pensions 

Did you serve after 6 April 1975 and leave before you had complete 22 years’ service or Officers after 16 years’ service? If 
so, you are reminded that you may be entitled to a preserved pension from age 60.  

Read on........... 

Prior to 6 April 1975 there was no provision for a preservation of pension benefits and service personnel who left the armed 
forces had to have completed 16 years from age 21 (officers) or 22 years from age 18 (other ranks). Those who left before 
that date without completing the above criteria, lost all pension entitlement. (This is very unlikely to change despite appeals 
to the Government) 

The rules changed on 6 April 1975 to provide for pensions to be deferred for payment at age 60 for all those discharged 
over the age of 26 with a minimum of 5 years’ service. On 31 March 1978 the age criterion was dropped and on 6 April 
1988, the qualifying period was reduced from 5 to 2 years. Deferred pensions can be claimed at age 60 or at age 65 if your 
service began after 5 April 2006 and after that point. However, you can claim your preserved pension sooner if you become 
permanently incapacitated. 

Service pensions are administered by Veterans UK but pension payments are made by Paymaster (1836) Ltd, the paying 
authority for the Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS). 

For help and information on your armed forces pension please ring the Veterans UK on 0800 085 3600 or write to: 

Veterans UK Pension Division 

Mail Point 480 

Kentigern House 

65 Brown Street 

Glasgow, G2 8EX 

The form is here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/service-personnel-and-veteransagency-spva-pensions-
forms 

HMS Raleigh Open Day 27 July 2016 

HMS Raleigh will be opening the gates to the public on 27 July 2016 between 1200 and 1700. There will be a range of 

demonstrations and displays and it will be a great opportunity for anyone who wants to take a trip down memory lane to 

visit the establishment. Entry on the day is free and there is no need for advance bookings. 

Additionally, Captain Rob Bellfield, the Commanding Officer of HMS Raleigh, would like to extend an invitation to any 

branches who would like to visit HMS Raleigh for a passing-out-parade. Any branches wishing to do so should contact 

Jackie Devereux, Executive Department Co-ordinator, HMS Raleigh, Torpoint, Cornwall, PL11 2PD or email 

NAVYTRGRALEIGHEXECCOORD@MOD.UK 

Covenant Fund to Support the Armed Forces Community 

Branches and Shipmates will be interested to know that the £10 million, per annum, Covenant Fund to support the Armed 
Forces Community (Which includes Veterans) is currently closed to applications but will open again in May 2016. 

Please see the link below for details of the Covenant Fund grant priorities and how to apply.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covenant-fund-guidance-on-how-to-apply 
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Shipmate Submissions 

Arlington Cemetery 

Shipmate Mike Mizen 

Jeopardy Question: 

On Jeopardy the other night, the final question was "How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb 
of the Unknowns?" 

All three contestants missed it! 

This is really an awesome sight to watch if you’ve never had the chance. 

Fascinating.  Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb of the Unknowns and why? 

21 steps: It alludes to the twenty-one-gun salute which is the highest honour given any military or foreign dignitary. 

How long does he hesitate after his about face to begin his return walk and why? 

21 seconds for the same reason as answer number 1 

Why are his gloves wet? 

His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip on the rifle. 

Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time and, if not, why not?  

He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb. After his march across the path, he executes an about face and 
moves the rifle to the outside shoulder. 

How often are the guards changed? 

Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year. 

What are the physical traits of the guard limited to? 

For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5' 10' and 6' 2' tall and his waist size cannot exceed 
30. 

They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any alcohol on or 
off duty for the rest of their lives. They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform or 
the tomb in any way. 

After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of the tomb. There 
are only 400 presently worn. The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give up the wreath pin. 

The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their feet. 

There are metal heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to make the loud click as they come to a halt. 

There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform. Guards dress for duty in front of a full-length mirror. 

The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone nor watch TV. 

All off duty time is spent studying the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery  

A guard must memorize who they are and where they are interred. Among the notables are: 

President Taft, 

Joe Lewis {the boxer} 

Medal of Honor winner Audie L. Murphy, the most decorated soldier of WWII and of Hollywood fame. 

Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty. 

ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM. 

In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington, DC, the US Senate/House took 2 days off with anticipation of 
the storm. On the ABC evening news, it was reported that because of the dangers from the hurricane, the military members 
assigned the duty of guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were given permission to suspend the assignment. They 
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respectfully declined the offer, "No way, Sir!" Soaked to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said 
that guarding the Tomb was not just an assignment, it was the highest honour that can be afforded to a service person. The 
tomb has been patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930. 

Breakfast Club and Branch Run Ashore 

Shipmate Gus Honeywood 

Our next breakfast club get together is organised for Sunday 5 June 2016 at Table, Table at Longwater. 

We will be meeting at 1000 and a link for the event can be found at https://www.facebook.com/events/1565511163776971/ 

for those that use Facebook. 

As discussed at May’s Branch Meeting, we will be trialling a Branch Run Ashore and the two events will alternate on a 

monthly basis. The first Branch Run Ashore is organised for Saturday 9 July at 2016 at The Woolpack Inn on Goldenball 

Street. 

We will be meeting at 2000 and a link for the event can be found at https://www.facebook.com/events/862282863900626/ 

for those that use Facebook. 

Cancel credit cards prior to death!  

Shipmate Mike Wilkinson 

Be sure and cancel your credit cards before you die! This is so priceless and so easy to see happening - customer service, 

being what it is today!  

A lady died this past January, and ANZ bank billed her for February and March for their annual service charges on her 

credit card, and Then added late fees and interest on the monthly charge The balance had been $0.00, now is somewhere 

around $60.00.  

A family member placed a call to the ANZ Bank:  

Family Member: 'I am calling to tell you that she died in January.'  

ANZ: 'The account was never closed and the late fees and charges still apply.'  

Family Member: 'Maybe, you should turn it over to collections.'  

ANZ: 'Since it is two months past due, it already has been.'  

Family Member: So, what will they do when they find out she is dead?'  

ANZ: 'Either report her account to the frauds division or report her to the credit bureau, maybe both!'  

Family Member: 'Do you think God will be mad at her?'  

ANZ: 'Excuse me?'  

Family Member: 'Did you just get what I was telling you . . . The part about her being dead?'  

ANZ: 'Sir, you'll have to speak to my supervisor.'  

Supervisor gets on the phone: Family Member: 'I'm calling to tell you, she died in January.'  

ANZ: 'The account was never closed and the late fees and charges still apply.'  

Family Member: 'You mean you want to collect from her estate?'  

ANZ: (Stammer) 'Are you her lawyer?'  

https://www.facebook.com/Royal-Naval-Association-Norwich-Branch-201211669916988/
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Family Member: 'No, I'm her great nephew.' (Lawyer info given)  

ANZ: 'Could you fax us a certificate of death?'  

Family Member: 'Sure.' (fax number is given)  

After they get the fax: ANZ: 'Our system just isn't set up for death. I don't know what more I can do to help.'  

Family Member: 'Well, if you figure it out, great! If not, you could just keep billing her. I don't think she will care.'  

ANZ: 'Well, the late fees and charges do still apply.'  

Family Member: 'Would you like her new billing address?'  

ANZ: 'That might help.'  

Family Member: ' Rookwood Memorial Cemetery, 1249 Centenary Rd, Sydney, Plot Number 1049.'  

ANZ: 'Sir, that's a cemetery!'  

Family Member: 'Well, what the #*+##* do you do with dead people on your planet?' 

The Veterans 

Shipmate Barbara Whiley 

They ask us why we do it 
Why we still parade 
Now that we are getting older 
And just a little frayed 
It’s not for the sake of glory 
Or the medals on our chest 
It’s simply that we are comrades 
Who stood the final test 
On the 6th of June that fateful day 
A day that we will never forget 
Many a lad laid down his life 
And paid the final debt 
So when you see a Veteran 
Give the man your hand 
For the medals on his chest 
Were won in foreign lands 
And when God asks the question 
Who are you my man 
I will proudly answer 
Sir I am a Veteran.  

https://twitter.com/RNANorwich
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Battlefield Tour 2016 – Cambrai and Beyond 

Shipmate Alf Wiggins 

This being the centenary of the battle of the Somme it was fitting that this should be the destination this year. The centre 
for the stay was Cambrai the scene of an epic battle in November 1917. Only three members went this year, Reg and 
Bernadette McGuire and me. 

After leaving Calais the only stop made until our destination was at the Esquelbecq communal cemetery. This was to visit 
the grave of John Henry Abigail the only member of the Norfolk Regiment to be shot for desertion. Reg researched his life 
story some time ago and his report appears in the October 2014 issue of Up Spirits, So only a brief summery here. 

He was born in 1897 into what turned out to be a large and dysfunctional family. His parents were regularly prosecuted by 
the NSPCC for child neglect. Both served time in prison causing ever more disruption because the younger ones had to be 
taken into care. John’s childhood was unstable and traumatic. 

In due time he was conscripted into the 8th Battalion, Norfolk Regt. He completed his training just in time to take part in the 
Somme offensive where he was wounded. How this happened or what the wounds were is unknown.  

During his time in the Army he deserted three times, once actually getting back to Norwich where he turned himself in after 
five days. Did he need to get home to help sort out the latest calamity that had overtaken the family? 

For the first two desertions he was given various punishments but for the third there 
was to be no reprieve. The full weight of the law was applied. Throughout his Court 
Martial he said not a word in his defence. Nor did he enlist the aid of one of his officers 
to speak for him. Could this have been due to shell shock or battle fatigue? Or 
perhaps he had endured such an unhappy life that he no longer cared what happened 
to him. The verdict was a foregone conclusion and he was sentenced to death. The 
execution took place on the morning of 12th September 1917. He was only twenty 
years old. John Steele paraded the Royal Anglian Regiment standard at the 
graveside in remembrance of a tragic young man. There is another grave in the plot 
that of Corporal A.L. Bowrigg, Royal Engineers, shot on 15th May 1916. In 2006 the 
Government granted a general pardon to all those who had been executed. 

Hotel Beatus is comfortable and well-appointed with staff who are helpful and hard 
working. This is the only hotel I can remember which serves four courses for dinner. 

Saturday 30th April  

Newfoundland Park is named in 
honour of the Newfoundland 
Regiment that fought here. At the 
time was a separate colony and 

not part of Canada. The 1st Battalion was part of the 29th Division tasked 
to capture Beaumont Hamel on 1st July 1916. Standing in the actual 
trenches that the troops occupied that day, and looking out to the ground 
they had to cover under fire is a humbling experience. This was their first 
serious engagement and the prospect must have been daunting. 

They suffered terribly. The battalion was 800 strong and of these 233 
were killed or died of wounds. 386 were wounded, 91 were missing and 
every officer was killed or wounded. No other unit suffered more on that 
first day. While we were there a party of Canadians were having a 
conducted tour. This must be hallowed ground for them. The centre 
piece of the park is a mound on which a bronze caribou stands. It’s the emblem of the regiment. Within the park are three 
British cemeteries.  

The Theipval monument is the biggest British memorial in the world. It records over 72,000 British and South African soldiers 
who have no known grave. It stands 150 feet tall in the form of an arch. It was designed by Sir Edwin Lutgens an d dedicated 
in 1932. Some controversy did surround it as there were those who thought that the money could be better spent on the 
veterans who were still suffering from the effect of the war. The attached cemetery is equally divided between British and 
French dead. 

https://www.facebook.com/Royal-Naval-Association-Norwich-Branch-201211669916988/
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A short stop was made at the Bapaume Post military cemetery because 
it contains two Norfolk men, 2nd Lieut. Case from Caister and Corporal 
Blake from Norwich. 

Lunch was taken in a cafe in Pozieres where the dining area is almost a 
shrine to the Australian Forces. The walls are covered with photos, 
extracts from letters and, most of all, list after list with the names of those 
who perished. 

In the back garden is a surprise. The cafe owner has constructed a 
trench system, not one to walk in but to be viewed from the top. British 
down one side, German down the other, with a ‘no mans’ land in 
between. All manner of weapons are on display and it is interesting to 
compare the armaments used by each side. Life size uniformed figures 
are shown doing the tasks that trench warfare demanded. Some are on 

duty looking out for the enemy (one German seems to have a small periscope attached to his rifle. Others are relaxing or 
doing chores. There is a dressing station with a casualty being attended to. Two are drinking from mugs – water or rum? 
Around the garden wall are stacked a great number of rusty shell cases no doubt collected from the surrounding fields. 

The first remembrance and wreath laying ceremony was held at the Louveral Cemetery. John Steele paraded the Royal 
Anglian standard and Reg for SAFFA. The last stops were at two small cemeteries at the request of members of the group. 

Sunday 1st May  

Mons is where the war really started when on the 23rd August 1914 the Germans launched a massive attack on the British 
line. It was so successful that it sent the British reeling back in to what was referred to as the retreat from Mons. I think it 
went on until the river Marne was reached. It was during this retreat that the legend of the ‘Angel of Mons’ was born, troops 
said that they saw a figure of an angel in the sky which was protecting them. Two soldiers heavily involved on the first day 
were Lieut. Maurice Dease, Royal Fusiliers, and Private Sidney Godley. They were defending the Nimy Bridge with a 
machine gun. Dease was killed but Godley continued to fight. He probably ran out of ammunition because before he was 
captured he threw the gun into the canal. He spent the rest of the war as a POW. Both were awarded the Victoria Cross, 
the first of the war. 

Mons has spent 10 million euros on a new museum. It tells the story of the city throughout two World Wars. Other conflicts 
are depicted because this is an area fought over for centuries. 

 

Figure 1 - John Parr 

 

Figure 2 - George Ellison, opposite John Parr 
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Saint Symphorien cemetery is a place I have wanted to visit for a long time because there are burials here that I think are 
significant. Lieut. Dease is here as is a soldier named Minns, Queens West Kent Regiment, who came from Honingham. 
But there are three graves which I think neatly demonstrate the waste of the war. Private John Parr, Middlesex Regiment, 
was killed on the first day, 23rd August, and was the first British soldier to die. Almost opposite rests Private George Ellison, 
5th Lancers, killed on 11thg November 1918 and was the last British death. That’s not the end. A short distance away 
Canadian George Lawrence who was killed two minutes before the Armistice was due to come into effect at 11 o’clock on 
11th November.  He was the last Commonwealth soldier to die. Taking these three graves together, it really emphasises 
the fact that it took the Allies four and a half years of pain and bloodshed to get back to where they had stood on the first 
day of the war. 

There have been many changes at Waterloo since we were last there. The whole refreshment area has been rebuilt and 
some work is still going on. But the new underground museum is what stands out. Military Museums generally have the 
same layout but these galleries and the quality of the exhibits are superb. John Steele who is knowledgeable about these 
matters was most impressed and considered that the story has been well and truly told. One attraction which I did not 
personally see was a 3D film where you found yourself in the middle of a cavalry charge. The panorama is still there which 
gives a 360-degree view of the battlefield. 

Hougement Farm was a 
focal point on the day, but 
it is a long way out. Pat 
Whiley and I once trekked 
out to it. A good deal of 
reconstruction has taken 
place there which I would 
like to have seen but it’s 
too far now. 

The French are back! 
Outside the complex a re-
enactment group gave a 
demonstration of musket 
drill, marching and firing. 
I’m told that they were 
dressed as the Imperial 
Guard. 

 

 

 

Figure 3 - George Lawrence 

https://www.facebook.com/Royal-Naval-Association-Norwich-Branch-201211669916988/


Edition 2 – Issue 30 June 2016 

Follow Us on Twitter  Page 11 

 

Monday 2nd May 

Phillipe the owner of the hotel has made an in depth study of the Battle of Cambrai on which he gave us a talk. We went to 
a vantage point where we could see a large portion of the area that was fought over. In this way we could follow and 
understand what he was explaining much better. The time was November 1917. New tactics were to be used, gone was 
the massive bombardment; surprise was to be the order of the day. First, over 470 tanks rumbled forward to punch a hole 
in the barbed wire and forward trenches. Then the infantry would follow and secure the breach allowing the cavalry to gallop 
through and cause mayhem in the German rear. 

For a couple of days all went well but when a halt had to be called to reorganise this gave the Germans time to recover and 
reinforce. Many of the tanks became isolated and were picked off by the artillery. Fierce fighting over the next few days 
resulted in the enemy regaining all the ground that had been lost. The Allies learnt much from this battle and the tactics 
were used, but more successfully, to the end of the war. 

Phillipe then took us down the road to a barn which is now a small museum. The centre piece is a genuine WW1 tank, or 
what is left of it because it is very battered. He had been told that a tank had been buried somewhere in the area. Intrigued 
he set out to find it. It took him six years. Once it had been recovered he wanted to know more about it. Research at the 
Imperial War Museum and the Tank Museum at Bovington revealed it as a female tank named Deborah. As I understand 
it females only had machine guns, males had the bigger gun. 

Now that he had identified which it was he wondered if he could track down details of the crew.  Further research including 
DNA from the tank allowed him to do this. The photo of the five men who were killed when the tank was destroyed is on 
display. It will never be restored as it is now a memorial to these five brave men. 

 

Figure 4 - Deborah 

 

Figure 5 - Inside view, showing total destruction 

So on to Calais and the shuttle home. We arrived in Norwich at about 8 
o’clock. 

The suggestion for next year is Holland. The mode of transport to get 
there could be a boat trip from Harwich to the Hook. So, if this is the 
case, and you fancy some sea time Barry will be pleased to hear from 
you. The itinerary is normally out late September or early October. 

  

Figure 6 - Now to the last visit of the weekend. Our second 
wreath laying ceremony was at Vis Artois Cemetery where I 
was given the honour of laying the wreath. 

https://twitter.com/RNANorwich
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The Wreck of the Konan Maru  

Shipmate Keith Smith 

Typhoon? Piracy? Or dare it be whispered, just bad navigation? Whatever it was, on 11th May, while London was on her 
way back to Singapore after the incident of the F.F.O. pump off Subic, our helicopter, out on a training flight, found the 
Japanese whale catcher Konan Maru stranded on the romantic sounding Royal Captain's Shoal (og°03' N 117°39' E).  

As the photograph shows, this 600-ton vessel was driven hard up 
onto the coral reef, where the depth of water rises from hundreds of 
fathoms up a near vertical cliff, to about 4 feet.  

Lieutenant Walsh, our observer, was winched down on board for a 
preliminary look before the Wessex returned to report the wreck. He 
landed on the harpoon deck, amid slabs of rotting whale meat, and 
proceeded aft and below for a tour of inspection. This revealed the 
chaos of a ship looted, both boats gone, but apparently no structural 
damage or leak, due to stranding and every evidence of sound 
mechanical condition. Thoughts of a plunge over the side were 
quickly dispersed by the lazy swirl of a shark in the deep water astern 
of the vessel. Recovering the observer, the helicopter returned to 
London.  

After a conference at which the exciting word 'salvage' was bandied about, the Commander and the Shipwright Officer were 
borne aloft in the helicopter for a further inspection of the Konan Maru. This confirmed the observer's impressions, and 
produced enough information on the material condition of the stranded vessel to warrant a third sortie, with electricians, 
engineers and a diving team. By now the day was wearing on. Efforts to start the generators (there was still H.P. air 
available) all but succeeded, and it seemed that, if the Konan Maru could have been pulled off the coral pedestal, our 
technical talents could have got her under way under her own power. Certainly her big diesel engine appeared to be ready 
to go. But it was a big 'if'. Lines led from the bow to a bight over the stern, and both anchors were laid out over the edge of 
the reef astern of the vessel, bearing witness to the fact that someone had tried pretty hard already. How much pull would 
it take? The divers (protected against sharks by their suits, shark repellent and a rifle) established that Konan Maru was 
lying on her keel and port bilge keel, and in fact rocking ever so gently in the swell. But-600 tons.  

Reluctantly, balancing the risk of damage to a very valuable G.M.D. against the possibility of success, and the likely value 
of a whale catcher when salvaged, even intact, the conclusion was reached that the attempt was not justified. London 
therefore contented herself with reporting the details of her find to the Commander Far East Fleet and, with regrets among 
the more romantic adventurers aboard sailed about her business, leaving Konan Maru to her fate.  

It was estimated that she had been stranded up to a month before we saw her. Quaintly, emergency lights, powered by an 
auxiliary battery, were still burning, albeit dimly, but a calendar found on board had the dates carefully crossed off day by 
day up to 17th April. Clearly the crew had had time to remove everything of value—even the gyro compass repeaters and 
the radar and radio transmitters were gone.  

A month later we heard that Konan Maru had vanished from Royal Captain's Shoal—leaving yet another mystery—where 
and how? Anyway, nothing remains to the London of her find of this desolate little ship, except the memory for those who 
took part of a fascinating day spent investigating her, and a couple of cactus plants in the Commander's cabin which he 
considerately rescued from the Konan Maru's bridge. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/Royal-Naval-Association-Norwich-Branch-201211669916988/
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Calendar of Events – 2016 

2016 

  

June 

  
14th Branch Meeting 
17th RAF Marham Visit 
20th AFD Flag Raising – City Hall  
29-30th Norfolk Show  
  

July 

  
6th  Committee Meeting 
9th Branch Run Ashore—The Woolpack Inn 
10th Rededication Service – St. Matthews Church 
12th Branch Meeting 
21st RAF Marham Families Day 
23rd Cromer Show 
  

August 

  
3rd  Committee Meeting 
6th  Hoveton Bucket Collection 
 Area 5 Quarterly Meeting - Southend on Sea 
7th Breakfast Club— Venue (TBC) 
9th Branch Meeting 
13th Blickling Hall Proms 
19-20th Bucket Collection - Morrison’s, Wymondham 
 

September 

  
3rd Branch Run Ashore — Venue (TBC) 
7th  Committee Meeting 

13th Branch Meeting 
  

October 

  
2nd Breakfast Club— Venue (TBC) 
5th  Committee Meeting 
11th Branch Meeting 
21st Trafalgar Day 
22nd  Trafalgar Night 
  

November 

  
2nd  Committee Meeting 
5th Branch Run Ashore — Venue (TBC) 
 Area 5 Quarterly Meeting - Harwich 
6th Pickle Night 
11th Armistice Day 
13th Remembrance Sunday 
8th Branch Meeting 
  

December 

  
4th Breakfast Club— Venue (TBC) 
7th  Committee Meeting 
10th Cromer Christmas Show 
13th Branch Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Future Editions of Up Spirits 

Shipmate Gus Honeywood 

The next edition of Up Spirits will be published for the August Branch Meeting, and I would request that all submissions for 
that edition are forwarded to me by 22 July 2016. 

If you have any submissions for Up Spirits, then you can email them to me at rna.norwich@gmail.com. 

All submissions will be gratefully received. 

 

mailto:rna.norwich@gmail.com

